; 0@ “ Consortium for
‘,»%J Inclusive

Education

7t December 2018
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Resource Centre Strengthening

Training workshop report

Consortium for Inclusive Education conducted a full-day training for Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA)
Resource Centre’s Resource teachers and block resource persons at Samaj Suraksha Sankul,
Vadodara. The request for the training was sent to Consortium for Inclusive Education by SSA
Gandhinagar- State Inclusive Education for disabled children. A total of 22 trainees attended the
workshop that was conducted by 3 main resource persons who imparted training on the

following topics:
1.) Assistive technology for the people with visual impairment
2.) Characteristics of children with autism

The purpose of the training was to educate the resource persons and teachers on the availability
and the use of latest technology for people with visual impairment and to sensitise the teachers
on the characteristics of children with autism, how to deal with them, and how occupational

therapy can help them.

Although these trainings were conducted free of cost, the Consortium for Inclusive Education will

be charging a minimal fee for future trainings to make the organization financially sustainable.
1.) Assistive technology for the people with visual impairment

Technology opens up so many doors. But for those without sight, computers don’t work straight out of
the box. Software called a “screen reader” is needed to translate visual information verbally, so one can

make sense of what is on screen.
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The SSA resource centres currently use an international software called, JAWS, which enables a visually
impaired person to navigate and use a computer by reading out what is on the screen. However, this
software is a licensed version and also speaks with a foreign accent which makes it difficult for a lot of

Indian users to understand.

An alternative to this software is Non Visual Desktop Access (NVDA) software. NVDA is an open source
software that is available for use free of cost and was originally developed by 2 blind men. This software
has globally revolutionized how visually impaired people use computers and has empowered 700,000

blind people to use computers for education, employment, and fun.

This training was conducted by Mr. Bharat Vaya who himself is visually impaired and works as a school
principal at Samaj Suraksha Sankul. Mr. Vaya is an expert on various computer softwares and can also do

programming, build websites, use Microsoft office.

Mr. Vaya gave an introduction to the software, guidance on how to use it, and most importantly how to

teach a visually impaired person to use a computer using NVDA software.

He taught a session on the importance and uses of the 104 keys on the keyboard. The actual uses of all
the keys were told in order that would make it easy for a visually impaired child to understand and perform
functions on the computer. A demonstration session followed, where the trainees were asked to apply all
the functions that they had just learnt on the desktop with their eyes blindfolded so they would be
sensitized to the challenges a blind person faces in learning and using a computer. The trainees were given
a chance to have a 3 hours long, hands-on experience and an interactive session, which was very much

enjoyed and appreciated by them.

2.) Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and Occupational Therapy a

ASD is currently, relatively unheard of in India. Majority of the children with autism routinely receive a

diagnosis of mental retardation. The lack of understanding can make it difficult for people on ASD to have
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their condition recognized and to access the support they need. Although autism may never go away,

these children can learn and progress with effective methods of teaching.

Representatives of Disha Charitable Trust, one of the leading organisations working on autism, Ms. Shashi
Puri (coordinator) and Dr. Sanobar (Occupational Therapist) conducted a training on characteristics of

children with autism and how they can benefit from occupational therapy.

The trainees were educated on how to recognize and teach children with Autism. that there are 3 main
areas where difference in development is noticed in children with autism: communication (verbal and
nonverbal), social interactions, and imagination. This was followed by an interactive session where both
the trainers and trainees shared case studies and experiences of working with children with autism. The

trainees very proactively asked questions to the trainers.

The trainers also introduced “social story” as a tool to communicated with the children with autism. A
social story is generally made by a special educator to communicate certain messages and lessons to their
student, as regular teaching techniques are not applicable to the children. These social stories help
children with autism to visualize and understand the teachings imparted to them in a better manner.

Certain examples of a social story were also given.

At the end of the training, certificates were handed out to the trainees and feedback was collected. The
trainees rated the training with a score of 9.0/10 (based on a average of ratings from 22 trainees). The

trainees were extremely impressed by the topics of trainings and the organisation.

We truly believe that SSA resource centres are a great intervention for children with special needs. We

look forward to working with SSA and conduct many such trainings in the future.
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Annex:

1.) Photos

2.) Agenda

3.) Registration list

4.) Feedback and comments from trainees
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2.) Agenda
Venue Samaj Suraksha Sankul, Vadodara
Date 7t December 2018
Trainers Disha Charitable Trust
Mr. Bharat Vaya
Time Description

10:00 to 10:30

Registration of the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) trainees. Introduction of the
consortium and setting the context of the training by Ms. Promila Zalpuri.

10:20 to 10:30

Tea and breakfast.

10:30 to 12:30

Interactive session on various characteristics and symptoms of autism by two
resource person of Disha charitable trust, Ms. Sanobar and Ms. Puri, followed by
question and answers.

12:30 to 14:00

Key Board Orientation by Mr. Bharat Vaya:
Familiarizing the trainees with the various commands of 104 different keys of
the Key board, explaining functions with a demonstration.

14:00 to 15:00

Lunch

15:00 to 16:45

Exploring Non Visual Desktop Access (NVDA) screen readers’ settings along with
the importance of all the keys with a demonstration.

16:45 to 17:00

Closing remarks with discussion along with certificate distribution.
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3.) Registration
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*1 trainee was present but did not sign in.
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4.) Feedback
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